Prayer Effects

Prayer in the Spirit

e Communication with God
e Interconnection with God

What Are You To Do?

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere. Ephesians 6:18 (NLT2)

Elijah, Government, and an Angel
2 Kings 1:1-17
After King Ahab’s death, the land of Moab rebelled against Israel.
One day Israel’s new king, Ahaziah, fell through the latticework of an upper room at his palace in
Samaria and was seriously injured. So he sent messengers to the temple of Baal-zebub, the god of

Ekron, to ask whether he would recover. But the angel of the LORD told Elijah, who was from
Tishbe, “Go and confront the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, ‘Is there no God in
Israel? Why are you going to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether the king will recover?
Now, therefore, this is what the LORD says: You will never leave the bed you are lying on; you will
surely die” So Elijah went to deliver the message. 5 When the messengers returned to the king, he
asked them, “Why have you returned so soon?”

They replied, “A man came up to us and told us to go back to the king and give him this message.

‘This is what the LORD says: Is there no God in Israel? Why are you sending men to Baal-zebub, the
god of Ekron, to ask whether you will recover? Therefore, because you have done this, you will
never leave the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.”

“What sort of man was he?” the king demanded. “What did he look like?” They replied, “He was a
hairy man, and he wore a leather belt around his waist.” “Elijah from Tishbe!” the king exclaimed.
Then he sent an army captain with fifty soldiers to arrest him. They found him sitting on top of a
hill. The captain said to him, “Man of God, the king has commanded you to come down with us.”
But Elijah replied to the captain, “If | am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and destroy
you and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and killed them all. So the king sent another
captain with fifty men. The captain said to him, “Man of God, the king demands that you come
down at once.” Elijah replied, “If | am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and destroy
you and your fifty men!” And again the fire of God fell from heaven and killed them all. Once more
the king sent a third captain with fifty men. But this time the captain went up the hill and fell to his
knees before Elijah. He pleaded with him, “O man of God, please spare my life and the lives of
these, your fifty servants.

See how the fire from heaven came down and destroyed the first two groups. But now please spare
my life!”

Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with him, and don’t be afraid of him.” So Elijah
got up and went with him to the king. And Elijah said to the king, “This is what the LORD says: Why
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did you send messengers to Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, to ask whether you will recover? Is there
no God in Israel to answer your question? Therefore, because you have done this, you will never
leave the bed you are lying on; you will surely die.” So Ahaziah died, just as the LORD had promised
through Elijah. Since Ahaziah did not have a son to succeed him, his brother Joram became the next
king. This took place in the second year of the reign of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.
2 Kings 1:1-17 (NLT2)

Do You Practice Praying in the Spirit?

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere. Ephesians 6:18 (NLT2)
e You were given the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:17-18
e You have access to God’s unlimited resources in the Spirit as you trust Jesus.
Ephesians 3:16-21
e You are to let the Spirit renew your thoughts and live his way. Ephesians 4:23-32
e You are to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 5:18

Does your prayer, prayed in the Spirit, make a difference?

| urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf,
and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can
live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. This is good and pleases God
our Savior, who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-4
(NLT2)

The New Order is Certain, So Pray in the Spirit

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all
other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Philippians 2:9-11 (NLT2)
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